
 

 

 

The Next Chapter 

A thoughtful guide to the practical details that follow your wedding celebration. 

Your wedding weekend may be over, but this exciting new season of life together is only just beginning. 
Between honeymoon memories, thank you notes, and settling back into everyday life, there are a few 
important post wedding tasks worth prioritizing in the weeks ahead. Below are a few helpful reminders as 
you begin this next chapter together. 

Order an Official Marriage Certificate 

While not always required for the name change process, many couples find it helpful to order one or more 
official marriage certificates for personal records and future legal documentation. Fees and request 
procedures vary by county. If married in Lexington or Richland County, official request forms can be found 
through the county probate court websites. For all other counties, search your county name along with 
“official marriage certificate request” for the appropriate information. 

Begin the Name Change Process 

If you plan to change your name, one of the first steps is updating your Social Security card. Gather a 
certified copy of your marriage certificate along with proof of citizenship such as your birth certificate or 
passport. Complete the Social Security Card Application and submit it either by mail or in person through 
your local Social Security office. 

Once your updated Social Security card arrives, you may then update your driver’s license through the 
DMV. Be prepared to bring your marriage license, current driver’s license, updated Social Security card, and 
two proofs of your current South Carolina address. 

Additional updates may include your passport, banking information, insurance policies, employer records, 
travel profiles, and voter registration. If relocating after the wedding, do not forget to complete a USPS 
change of address request as well. 

Preserve Your Wedding Memories 

In the days following your wedding, consider making arrangements to professionally preserve your gown, 
bouquet, or other sentimental keepsakes while they are still in their best condition. This is also a wonderful 
time to organize your wedding photographs once delivered by your professional photographer.  

 

 

https://lex-co.sc.gov/sites/lexco/files/Documents/Lexington%20County/Departments/Marriage/CERTIFIEDMARRIAGELICENSEREQUEST.pdf
https://www7.richlandcountysc.gov/MarriageLicenseCertifiedCopy/default.aspx
https://www.ssa.gov/forms/ss-5.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/passports/have-passport/change-correct.html
https://moversguide.usps.com/mgo/disclaimer?execution=e1s1&_flowId=icoa-main-flow&referral=MG80
https://moversguide.usps.com/mgo/disclaimer?execution=e1s1&_flowId=icoa-main-flow&referral=MG80


Send Thank You Notes & Leave Vendor Reviews 

As gifts and cards are opened, begin organizing addresses and writing thank you notes while details are still 
fresh in your mind. One of the most meaningful ways you can support the creative partners who helped 
bring your wedding weekend to life is by leaving thoughtful reviews following the celebration. Reviews not 
only m e a n t he  w o r l d  to small businesses, but they also help future couples confidently choose vendors 
for their own celebrations. 

If you had an exceptional experience with your vendor team, we encourage you to share specific details 
about what made working with them so special. Personal experiences, favorite moments, professionalism, 
communication, and the overall guest experience are all incredibly valuable for future couples to read. 

If there is any feedback from your experience that you would prefer to share privately, we always welcome 
thoughtful communication following the wedding weekend. Client feedback allows us to continue refining 
and elevating the experience we provide for future Balazs Events couples.  

Update Beneficiaries & Estate Planning Documents 

Marriage is also an important time to review and update financial and legal documents. Consider adding 
your spouse as a beneficiary on retirement accounts, life insurance policies, bank accounts, and investment 
accounts. It may also be time to create or update your will, healthcare directives, and power of attorney 
documents to reflect your new marital status and future goals together. 

For couples seeking guidance with estate planning, Balazs Events is happy to share trusted local 
recommendations upon request. 

Review Insurance & Financial Planning Needs 

Marriage often comes with shared responsibilities including a home, vehicles, children, travel, and long term 
financial goals. Reviewing your insurance coverage and overall financial planning together can provide 
clarity and peace of mind as you begin building your future as a married couple. 

Whether discussing health insurance, life insurance, savings goals, or long term investments, having these 
conversations early can help establish a strong foundation for the years ahead. 

And Most Importantly... 

Slow down and enjoy this season together. 

The weeks following your wedding can move quickly between returning to work, unpacking gifts, sharing 
photos, and settling back into routine. Take time to relive the memories, revisit your favorite moments from 
the celebration, and simply enjoy being newly married. 

We are so honored to have been part of your wedding weekend and cannot wait to see all that this next 
chapter holds for you both. 

With gratitude, 

The Balazs Events Team 


